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Dcnisov. In 1762, thirty-four years after he first discussed the ques-
tion with Denisov, his voluminous research on the Sacrament of
Marriage finally appeared. During this time Alekseiev never ceased
collecting the material on which he based the theory he propagated,
aad he established the fact that the sacrament of marriage was not
performed a second time by the ancient Christian church for mar-
ried people converted from other creeds. "Hence the ancient
Church did acknowledge as legal marriages blessed by other creeds,
and so it should be," stated Alekseiev, turning from the Scriptures
to his own conclusions. As opposed to other sacraments the be-
stowal of grace in marriage has no particular connection with the
ritual. According to the words of the Great Catechism, "marriage
is a sacrament by which the bride and bridegroom, from pure love
in their hearts, vow to remain true one to the other.'* The real
"celebrant" performing the rite is the Lord Himself, who invested
the nature of man with the desire to procreate and multiply. By the
will of God this desire, combined with the troth-plight of the
couple, comprises the substance of the sacrament; the rest is mere
convention. The priest is only the community's witness to the
union, and the church ceremony is simply a popular custom lend-
ing to marriage a general assent and confirming its validity and
civil stability. In order to preserve the stability, marriage should not
dispense with the ceremony. Marriage existed in the "natural law"
long before the church ceremony, which is only a formality, ap-
peared in the "written law." Therefore the Priesdess church had to
follow in the footsteps of the ancient Christian church and acknowl-
edge the marriages blessed by the Nikonians. This benediction bore
only public witness to the marriage, while the sacrament itself was
achieved by the Lord and the mutual understanding of the bride
and bridegroom.
This argument was absolutely new to the Schism, and Alekseiev
had to defend his right to formulate new theological theories. To
justify himself he pointed out the radical changes in life which sur-
rounded them.
Until the people sensed the lack of marriage it never occurred to them
to speak of it; then followed the desire, and a research was instituted.
Because the Fathers did not marry is no reason for us to hesitate or
shrink from it. One must remember that the Fathers dwelt far from